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By Christopher McKenney
The Westwood Heights Skilled 

Trades Program is up and running.  
I interviewed the program 
instructor, Mr. Skeeter Holmes, for 
an update.  Holmes currently holds 
an associates, bachelors, masters, 
and doctorate degree and has been 
working in construction for many 
years.  I asked him to explain how 
the skilled trades program got 
started at Westwood Heights. “It 
started with an idea of what we 
could do to help our students who 
may not attend college to learn 
a skill that would benefit them.”  
Holmes went on to say that his 
involvement came from a sense of 
purpose.  “I became a skilled trades 
teacher because there was a lack 
of good tradesmen so I decided 
to become a part of the solution 
and not the problem.”  He enjoys 

sharing his skills, talents, and 
abilities with his students.

I asked Holmes what the 
requirements are for being 
accepted into the program. “The 
first requirement is a desire to be 
a part of it.  You need to want to 
learn new skills and trades.”  Good 
attendance, behavior, grades, and a 
positive mindset are also important.   
There are 9 modules that must 
be completed.  “The testing most 
skilled trades students participate 
in are the core curriculum tests.  
They’re easy if you stay focused 
and pay attention.”  Holmes 
explained some of the benefits for 
participating students. “Students 
can receive stipends after passing 
each test module.  They can earn 
up to 37 college credits upon 
completing the program.” 

Currently, the students are 
working on building another float 
inside an Academy West classroom. 
“We recently built a float for the 
homecoming parade.”  This float 
is displayed in front of Academy 
West.  

Holmes’ vision for the future 
of the Skilled Trades program 
involves partnerships, property 
development projects, and “having 
our own skilled trades building 
with classes to teach each trade.”

Before concluding the interview, 
I talked to some of Mr. Holmes’ 

students.  Deonte Carter said he 
enjoys “experiencing things that 
I normally couldn’t get my hands 
on.”  The class leader, Louis 
Brown, stated, “Mr. Holmes has 
taught me things like how to 
properly hammer, read blueprints, 
and perform basic construction 
skills.”  The current class includes 
two females. I asked Azaria Tuggle 
if it was difficult being a female in 
the group.  She said, “Sometimes 
it’s intimidating.  I wonder if I can 
live up to the expectations.”  As a 
current student myself, I am glad I 
took this opportunity to learn new 
skills and I’m anxious to learn even 
more.  

Students interested in joining 
the class can speak with their 
building principal for instructions 
on how to complete the application.   
Meanwhile, take a drive by 
Academy West to see the finished 
float and stay tuned for our next 
completed project.

Westwood Heights Skilled Trades Program
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Dear Westwood Heights Family,

We are now past the midpoint of the 
school year and it has been quite eventful. 
Some of the highlights this year include:

• The opening of Hamady Elementary 
as a Preschool/Kindergarten building. 
The programs there continue to grow, 
and we expect that facility to be full 
by next fall.

 
• Our enrollment growth at 

McMonagle and Hamady has resulted 
in new classrooms being built and 
additional staff being added. We 
welcome our new team members, and 
thank you for joining the staff.

• We have added three Health 
Assistants to monitor our staff and 
students and help to keep us safe. 

• Even before the tragedy at Oxford 
we had increased our security staff, 
including highly trained resource 
officers from the Mt. Morris 
Township Police Department. 

• Our fall and winter sports teams have 
high rates of participation, and the 
new programs at McMonagle are well 
attended as well. 

The biggest challenge we face is 
overcoming the learning loss experienced 
by our students during the periods of 

virtual instruction. Many students across 
the country are one to two years behind 
academically, and we have introduced a 
number of programs to address this issue:

• We offer before and after school 
programs including a homework 
help line to support the students and 
parents.

• We will offer a more comprehensive 
summer school program, specifically 
tailored to address students who are 
struggling in various subject areas.

• Teachers have extended their 
workday by 30 minutes to help 
address students needing to make up 
work or who have missed time due to 
quarantine protocols.

• We have added additional 
interventionists and tutors to support 
the teaching staff in the areas of math 
and English/Language Arts. 

We are proud of the resilience shown 
by our staff, students, and their families 
during these difficult times. We have 
all lost loved ones in the last two years, 
but we have continued the mission of 
supporting and developing our young 
people. On behalf of the Westwood 
Heights Board of Education, thank you for 
continuing to show faith and confidence in 
our district. 

Message from the Superintendent
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Principal’s Message
Happy New Year Academy West!
Students and staff are back to the 

daily grind at Academy West after a 
well-deserved holiday break.  It has 
been a challenging year thus far with 
the pandemic still hanging around and 
preventing us from getting back to the 
normal day-to-day routine that we are 
used to.  I would like to thank the staff, 
students and families who have continued 
to work hard through these difficult times 
and remain focused on the goal of a 
successful educational experience for all 
students at Academy West.  

As a reminder, if you are in our 
face-to-face setting, you can always 
access our classwork using your google 
classroom account.  Every assignment 
that is required in your classes can be 
accessed this way.  If you have Edmentum 
(PLATO) classes, these are also available 
anytime, by logging into Edmentum using 
your school account.  I am happy to say 
that despite all the negative aspects of 
the pandemic, one positive is that it has 
given us the opportunity to learn and 
access information in many new and 
helpful ways that will continue to help our 
students for years to come as we navigate 
our way out of the past and into the future 
of education.  

As always, if you are having trouble 
in any of your classes or with accessing 
assignments using the new technology, 
please do not hesitate to contact the office 
at 810-591-0123 to get help.  Our staff is 
here to assist you with anything you need 
to keep moving forward toward earning 
your high school diploma.  

There’s much to do in 2022 and we’re 
here to help YOU!  

Kind Regards,
Mr. Casey

On Wednesday, Janu-
ary 12th students from the 
National Honor and Na-
tional Junior Honor society 
volunteered their time at 
The Food Bank of Eastern 
Michigan.  They helped to 
sort food donations, packed 
and loaded boxes onto 
pallets.  We are so proud 
of these scholars for their 
citizenship and leadership!  
Way to go, HAWKS! 

Students Volunteer at Food Bank
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Staff and students enjoyed a 
spirited week filled fun and cheer!

Monday: Blizzard Day Wear All 
White
Tuesday: Ugly Sweater
Wednesday: Favorite Holiday 
Character
Thursday: Sock It to Me

Academy West Holiday Spirit Week
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Teacher Spotlight:  Ms. Ebony Thomas, 
Academy West Math Teacher

By: Deonte Carter
The sun streamed in through the 

classroom windows as Ms. Ebony 
Thomas and I settled in and pre-
pared for this interview. For my 
first question I asked Ms. Thomas 
about her background.  “I am a 
Flintstone graduate of Northwest-
ern.  I have a bachelor’s in Biol-
ogy and I minored in Chemistry.”  
Thomas also has experience in 
research and medical diagnostics 
and animal husbandry.  I wondered 
how she made the move from that 
to education.  “I lost my job in 
the medical lab and started sub-
stitute teaching and selling Aflac 
insurance.  One day, I popped into 
Academy West to try to get an 
Aflac account.  I learned there was 
an open position and I happened to 
have a resume with me.”  Thomas 
went on to say that she was quickly 
hired to be Student Support in the 
Plato Lab.   Math is an integral 
part of biology and chemistry so 
she was a natural fit for assisting 
students with their math.  Now, she 
is a full-time math teacher, a posi-
tion that takes full advantage of her 
skills and background. 

Next, I wanted to know about 
Ms. Thomas’s work with the 
Student Council at Academy West.  
She has been supervising that club 
for four years.  Thomas believes 
that participation in student council 
“gives the opportunity to be a part 
of a family and helps students get 
prepared for life after high school.”  
Some of the activities the group has 
been involved in are helping with 
food distribution for the Foodbank 
of Eastern Michigan, taking part 

in the Breast Cancer Awareness 
Walk, and attending the Renais-
sance Festival. Thomas remarked, 
“We shared a Friendsgiving meal 
together this year and held our 
second annual Holiday Party which 
were both very successful.”  When 
I asked her about future plans for 
Student Council, Thomas said that 
she would like to see the group 
continue to grow and reach out to 
the community in meaningful ways.  
Since Covid has had such a big im-
pact on education, I asked her if the 
pandemic had affected the ability of 
students to participate in activities.  
“Of course, I would feel terrible if 
I took the students to an event and 
someone got sick.”  Thomas said.  
“We follow all the safety guidelines 
and plan accordingly.”

Thomas is always learning 
something new.  She loves cook-
ing, decorating, and finding super 
deals.  She has completed Estheti-
cian school and is currently taking 
classes in Massage Therapy.  

It is obvious that Ms. Thomas is 
not afraid of a challenge.  She holds 
high expectations of her students 
while maintaining a safe and pleas-
ant classroom environment where 
students feel welcome and where 
they can be themselves.  She is a 
real asset to Academy West. 

The Class of 2022 was able to 
raise $1,350 toward prom through 
a World’s Finest Chocolate 
Fundraiser. Students could earn $5 
off the cost of their prom tickets for 
each box of chocolates sold, and we 
had 23 students sell at least 1 box. 
Our top two participants, Isabel 
Hernandez and Khamilia Clarke, 
each sold 6 boxes, which means 
they will get $30 off their ticket to 
prom!

In addition, every box 
sold  sold put that student’s 
name once into a Grand Prize 
Drawing. Congratulations to 
Khamilia Clarke for winning a 
special five-pound milk chocolate 
candy bar worth $100!

Congratulations 
to Vishaun Ezell! 
Vishaun 

Ezell, Hamady 
Middle School 
Technology 
teacher, winner 
of the “Yes to 
People” grant! 
Sovita Credit 
Union awarded (50) $100.00 
classroom supply grants to 
teachers from Genesee and 
Lapeer County school districts.

Fundraiser
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6 Hamady High School Senior Timeline 
SEPTEMBER 

Senior Year!!! 

Meet with counselor to double 
check graduation requirements 

Plan any campus visits 

Retaking the SAT test? 

Request teacher recommendations 

Work hard in your classes! 

NOVEMBER 

Clean up social media accounts 

Take the ASVAB test 

Research & apply for scholarships 

 

Have a safe & Happy Thanksgiving 
with friends & family! 

OCTOBER 

Attend admission rep visits at HS 

Complete financial aid from FAFSA 

Finalize list of schools to apply to 

Work on your community service 
hours 

Keep up with & enjoy 
extracurricular activities 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

Letter of recommendations 

Send test scores & transcripts 

Research & apply for scholarships 

Community Service Hours 

 

Have a safe & Happy Holiday with 
friends & family! 

JANUARY 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Submit applications to colleges 

Follow-up with college applications 

1st Semester Exams – Jan. 20 & 21 

 

Half way done! 
Keep up the good work! 

FEBRUARY 

Order graduation announcements 

 

 

 

 

Don’t get senioritis! 

DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

Celebrate your college admissions 

Celebrate your financial awards 

Think about summer job or 
internship 

Keep up on community service 
hours 

APRIL 

Spring Break – March 28-April 1 

Senior fines paid by April 8 to      
Ms. Dumas 

Decide which college offer you 
want 

Keep grades strong! 

Stay focused! 

MAY 

May 14 – Prom  
 
May 26 -- Exams for hours 1, 3, 5  
May 27 -- Exams for hours 2, 4, 6  Last Day for Seniors! 
 
June 1 -- Honors Practice/Cap & Gown Distribution  

1pm in the gym 
June 2 – Honors Assembly  

10 am in the gym  
 
 
 

MARCH APRIL MAY 

       June 3 – Graduation Practice/Senior Dinner @ 11:30 am on the Football Field        
 June 5 – Graduation @ 2 pm on the Football Field  June 12 – *Alternate Graduation Rain Date @ 2pm June 
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Students of Mr. Kaiser walked 
in to discover a photo gallery 
spread out around the classroom 
showcasing the history of African 
Americans post-Civil War and the 
Jim Crow era. 

“I hope that this lesson makes 
them understand how far our coun-
try has come and the struggles that 
their ancestors went through.” Mr. 
Kaiser described. “I hope this helps 
them understand that we still have 
work to do in this country, and we 
still have changes that need to be 

made for not only the advancement 
of African Americans but other 
groups too.”

Each picture showcases a nar-
rative of the numerous injustices, 
ranging from hauling cotton bales 
on the levee in 1898, segregation of 
public schools in Alabama in 1937, 
the chain gang to discrimination. 
Students made observations based 
on the many photographs to under-
stand the brutal treatment of black 
Americans. 

Black History Showcasing African-American 
History through Photo Gallery



OUR SCHOOLS AT WESTWOOD HEIGHTS Page 8

Winter Art Show
We would like to thank our middle and high 

school band, choir, art, and dance classes for put-
ting on a fantastic performance at the Winter Art 
Show! You can watch the event on our YouTube 
channel at Westwood Heights Schools Media.

Greetings Hawk Family,

It is a privilege to be alive during this pandemic 
writing this message to you, and for that I am truly 
grateful. I would like to take the time to remember 
all the lives perished from this terrible virus; 
many of us have lost loved ones and friends. Let’s 
continue to uplift each other with positive thoughts 
and words and do what we can to stop the spread of 
Covid-19 and its variants. 

Thank you for trusting us to educate your student 
at Hamady Middle High School. We have highly 
qualified teachers instructing our students everyday 
of the week in the class and also posting their 
assignments on Google Classroom. Be sure to log 
into ParentVue to check your student’s grades, 
and do not hesitate to email or call teachers with 
questions or concerns you may have. I am available 
as well and if I am out of the office, I reply as 
soon as possible. It takes a village to raise a child, 
and we are happy to work together to provide the 
best educational experience in this setting while 
also preparing our students to become productive 
citizens in the 21st century. 

Although things are not normal, we are working 
through them and trying to provide a balance for 
our students between work and play. So please, 
check out our extracurricular activities and come 
support the teams. Go Hawks! Also, be on the 
lookout for parent nights, our parent engagement 
group Parents With A Purpose meetings (please 
join!), fundraisers by Student Council and our 
seniors, and many other ventures taking place.

Continue to hang in there, we are halfway 
through the school year! Stay safe and keep on 
being the awesome parents/guardians that you are! 
I truly appreciate you.

Sincerely,

Ms. Dionna Ross, Ed.S.
Principal, Hamady Middle High School 

 Message  From Hamady 
Middle High School Principal
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Bright colors and culture 
filled the hallways of Hamady High 
School as students work on their 
Día de Los Muertos or Day of 
the Dead project.  As Day of the 
Dead is usually celebrated on 
November 1st and 2nd, Ms. 
Wysocki’s Spanish I and II 
classes participated in the holiday 
through Day of the Dead themed 
projects! Part of this project 
allowed students to share happy 
memories of loved ones in a 
positive light. Students worked 
as a team to design a puzzle piece 
that represented them as a per-
son. This Día de Los Muertos 
project aimed to help them re-
cover from the tragedies in their 
lives and build up the class bond 
in the classroom. 

“It’s letting them know that this 
is a safe space in Ms. Wysocki’s 
class.” Ms. Wysocki explained. 
“We can talk about these hard 
things and that we can trust our 
classmates to listen.”
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What makes BLM (Black Lives 
Matter) so integral to African-
Americans? Mr. Adams’ 10th Grade 
World History class discussed this 
through the use of posters. Students 
crafted posters showcasing an 
ancient African empire, describing 
the empire’s culture, economy, and 
achievements. 

“This is giving them, hopefully, 
fuel for the next generation of 
students who are going to either 
protest or who are looking to make 
a change in the world they’re liv-
ing in,” Mr. Adams explained. “So 
understanding why the Black Lives 
Matter movement is important is 
not just because of the things that 
are happening in the news, but also 
because their culture and history 
were lost.”

What Makes Black Lives Matter 
So Integral To African-Americans?
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Greeting Hawk Nation:

Happy New Year! I 
would like to extend a huge 
welcome back to our students 
and families. To those I have 
not had the opportunity to 
meet; I am Darryl Grace 
the principal at McMonagle 
and Hamady Elementary. It 
has been a pleasure serving 
you and the students at both 
locations. The teachers and I 
are all slipping back into our 
familiar academic routines, 
such as; generating great 
ideas on how we can help our 
students recover learning loss 
from the pandemic, planning 
activities to do with parents 
and students, and helping 
students to grow mentally, 
emotionally and physically.

To assist with direct 
instruction, our board has 
approved a new Mathematics 
and English curriculum. 
We have been offering after 
school tutoring, weekly 
extended learning with  
teachers and have set up a 
math homework hotline for 
students needing help from 
Sunday-Thursday(4:00p.m to 
8:00 p.m.).

The teachers and I 
would like to express our 
gratitude to all the parents, 

volunteers and service workers 
who participated in our food 
drives and field trips. At our 
Halloween food drive, we gave 
out over ten thousand pounds 
of food and 750 bags of candy 
to our students. In the month of 
December we had our holiday 
lights food give away where 
we gave out gift cards, gas 
cards, and 400 Christmas bags 
and books to students. Also, 
in the month of December 
our students participated in 
an event called shop with a 
hero.  The local firemen from 
different fire stations paired up 
with several students and took 
them shopping for Christmas 
presents. These firemen also 
gave out baskets of food to 
families in our community. 
Again, a big thank you to those 
firefighters and Mrs. Melissa for 
working with our school.

The following are upcoming 
calendar events:
● Math Homework helpline 

Sunday-Thursdays 4pm-8pm 
(810)591-4333

● First basketball game is 
January 22nd and every 
Saturday until February 
19, 2022 at McMonagle 
Elementary and the Hamady 
High School

● Cheerleading practice 
Tuesday and Thursday at 

Academy West from 
4:00pm. to 6:00p.m.

● Parent Association 
Leadership Meetings are 
the first Monday of each 
month

● No school on President’s 
Day February 14, 2022

● NWEA Testing January-
February and MSTEP 
Testing April-May

● February School Events: 
(Movie Night, Parents 
with their child field trip, 
4th-6th School Dance and 
a Black History Program)

● March Is Reading Month
● April Educational Game 

Night
● May School Event is the 

Planetarium
● June School Events (6th 

grade and Kindergarten 
promotion celebration)

● June-August (Summer 
School)

Again, thank you for all 
your support and I look 
forward to working with you 
in 2022.

Respectfully,
Mr. Grace 
McMonagle and Hamady 
Elementary Principal
dgrace@hamadyhawks.net  
(810) 591-2733

 Message From McMonagle and Hamady EL’s Principal
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McMonagle Elementary School 
received a grant for $1,500 to do a 
community service project through 
Youth Genesee Serves.  The grant 
was sponsored by the United Way 
of Genesee County.  Our project 
had each class adopt a resident 
from Majestic Assisted Living 
in Flushing, and they made them 
cards and a no-sew blanket. The 
classes created this labor of love 
and care so that the 29 residents 
would be kept warm this winter.  
Each time the residents look at the 
blanket, they will be reminded of 
the students at McMonagle that 
lovingly created it for them.  The 
blanket and cards will serve as a 
reminder that they are thought of 
and not alone. Together with their 
teacher and classmates the entire 
school had a community service 
day to complete the project on De-
cember 16th.  We also had 43 extra 
blankets that were handed out 
during our Christmas Drive-Thru 
to our school families. Six smaller 
blankets were given to Hamady 
Elementary kindergarten classes 
for those students that might need 
a nap blanket. 

On December 17th, the blankets, 
cards and photos of each class 
were delivered to the residents at 
Majestic Assisted Living.  All of 
the students enjoyed volunteering 
their time to serve the elderly in 
our community.  We look forward 
to continuing the partnership we 
have forged with Majestic. Thank 
you to the United Way for their 
generous donation of funds that 
made this project possible.  

Hawks Care for our Community
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Best Food Forward 
Holiday Giveaway
Thank you, thank you, thank 

you! The 2nd annual Holiday 
Drive-Thru was a huge success. 
We couldn’t have done this without 
you. We gave out over 400 gift 
bags, 200 boxes of food, and even 
warm homemade blankets! 

The district partnered with Best 
Food program in October 2019. 
The program intends to help 
counter community hunger for 
the district’s 1,900 students and 
their families by offering grains, 
produce, and other grocery goods. 
The program is led by the Michigan 
Department of Education in 
partnership with the Food Bank of 
Eastern Michigan.

“It’s a way of supporting students 
even outside of the classroom and 
attending to their basic needs, 
especially during breaks and 
holidays, said Superintendent Peter 
Toal.”

A special thanks to the Westwood 
Heights staff, families, volunteers, 
students, and most importantly you! 
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McMonagle Elementary students 
wrote letters and colored pictures 
for our troops in active duty for 
the holidays.   Operation Care 
Packages based in Illinois requested 
letters from students to include in 
their care packages they send out.  
In order for the letters and packages 
to arrive on time we had to get in 
the holiday spirit early.  Students 
in their letters thanked the soldiers 
for their service to our country, for 
keeping us safe, and for sacrificing 
time with their own families in 
order to make sure we are all 
protected.

Students had discussions about 
the men and women in the armed 
services and how they make 
sacrifices for our country and why 
it is important to recognize them 
and offer them their gratitude.  
Hopefully, the soldiers while off in 
some distant place far from home, 
will open their packages and know 
that students from McMonagle 
Elementary School have big hearts 
and send their best wishes.

During the week before winter 
break, the kindergarten students 
in Miss V and Miss James’ class 
practiced singing the song “Jingle 
Bells.” They used bells to help 
make and keep a rhythm while 
they walked to each classroom 
and sang to their fellow teachers 
and students. Our classroom is 
learning how to grow and develop 
a community, and singing songs 
with people we love is one way we 
do this! 

Students Participated in Sending Letters to
 Our Troops for the Holidays
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Game schedule  

Ages: 10 years old- 11 years old  

Location: McMonagle Elementary school  

  

 

 

 

Game 
Time 

Jan 22nd Jan 29th Feb 5th Feb 12th Feb 19th 

10AM B 
VS  
A 

 

C 
VS 
D 

F 
VS 
D 

D 
VS 
A 

E 
VS 
F 

11AM C  
VS 
F 

F 
VS 
A 

B 
VS 
C 

E 
VS 
C 

A 
VS 
C 

12NOON D 
VS 
E 

B 
VS 
E 

A 
VS 
E 

F 
VS 
B 

D 
VS 
B 

Teams 
1. Team A 
2. Team B 
3. Team C 
4. Team D 
5. Team E 
6. Team F 

 

Game schedule  

Ages: 12years old- 13 years old  

Location: Hamday High school  

 

 

 

 

Teams 

1. Team A 

2. Team B 

Game 
Time 

Jan 22nd Jan 29th Feb 5th Feb 12th Feb 19th 

10am A 
VS  
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 

 

Game schedule  

Ages: 5 years old- 6 years old  

Location: Hamady Aux Gym  

 

 

 

 

 

Teams 
1. Team A 
2. Team B 

Game 
Time 

Jan 22nd Jan 29th Feb 5th Feb 12th Feb 19th 

10AM A 
VS  
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 

 

Game schedule 

Ages: 7 years old- 9 years old  

 Location: Hamday auxiliary gym 

 

 

 

 

Teams 
1. Team A 
2. Team B 
3. Team C 
4. Team D 

Game 
Time 

Jan 22nd Jan 29th Feb 5th Feb 12th Feb 19th 

11am B 
VS  
A 

 

D 
VS 
B 

D 
VS 
A 

B 
VS 
A 

D 
VS 
B 

12noon C  
VS 
D 

A 
VS 
C 

B 
VS 
C 

C 
VS 
D 

A 
VS 
C 

 

Game schedule  

Ages: 12years old- 13 years old  

Location: Hamday High school  

 

 

 

 

Teams 

1. Team A 

2. Team B 

Game 
Time 

Jan 22nd Jan 29th Feb 5th Feb 12th Feb 19th 

10am A 
VS  
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 

A 
VS 
B 
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2021-2022 HAMADY HAWKS WINTER SCHEDULE
FRESHMAN BOYS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

WRESTLING TEAM

BOWLING TEAM

JV BOYS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL SCHEDULE GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL SCHEDULE

JV GIRLS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE


